The Alexander Romance:
History and Literature



ANCIENT NARRATIVE

Supplementum 25

Editorial Board
Gareth Schmeling, University of Florida, Gainesville
Stephen Harrison, Corpus Christi College, Oxford

Heinz Hofmann, Universitdt Tiibingen

Massimo Fusillo, Universita degli Studi dell’Aquila
Ruurd Nauta, University of Groningen
Stelios Panayotakis, University of Crete

Costas Panayotakis (review editor), University of Glasgow

Advisory Board
Jean Alvares, Montclair State University
Alain Billault, Université Paris Sorbonne — Paris IV
Ewen Bowie, Corpus Christi College, Oxford
Jan Bremmer, University of Groningen
Koen De Temmerman, University of Ghent
Stavros Frangoulidis, Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki
Ronald Hock, University of Southern California, Los Angeles
Irene de Jong, University of Amsterdam
Silvia Montiglio, Johns Hopkins University
John Morgan, University of Wales, Swansea
Michael Paschalis, University of Crete
Judith Perkins, Saint Joseph College, West Hartford
Tim Whitmarsh, University of Cambridge
Alfons Wouters, University of Leuven
Maaike Zimmerman, University of Groningen

Website
wwWw.ancientnarrative.com

Subscriptions and ordering
Barkhuis
Kooiweg 38 9761 GL Eelde the Netherlands
info@barkhuis.nl www.barkhuis.nl



The Alexander Romance:

History and Literature

edited by

Richard Stoneman,
Krzysztof Nawotka &

Agnieszka Wojciechowska

BARKHUIS &
GRONINGEN UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
GRONINGEN 2018



Book and cover design: Barkhuis

Image on cover: Alexander and the seven philosophers, in: Walters Art Museum Ms.
W.610, Five poems (quintet), fol. 345a.

ISBN 9789492444714

Copyright © 2018 the authors

All rights reserved. No part of this publication or the information contained herein may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronical, mechanical, by photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written
permission from the author.

Although all care is taken to ensure the integrity and quality of this publication and the
information herein, no responsibility is assumed by the publishers nor the author for any
damage to property or persons as a result of operation or use of this publication and/or
the information contained herein.



Contents

RICHARD STONEMAN
Introduction: on using literature for history VII

I Defining the Alexander Romance as literature
IVAN LADYNIN
Alexander — ‘the new Sesonchosis’:

an early Hellenistic propagandist fiction and its possible background 3

YVONA TRNKA-AMRHEIN
The fantastic four: Alexander, Sesonchosis, Ninus and Semiramis 23

RICHARD STONEMAN
The Alexander Romance and the rise of paradoxography 49

HAILA MANTEGHI

The king and the wizard:

Apollonius of Tyana in the Iskandarnama of Nizami Ganjavi (1141-1209) 63
DANIEL SELDEN

Alexander in the Indies 69

I How to read ‘bad’ history

GRAHAM OLIVER
The Alexander Romance and the Hellenistic political economy 111

BENJAMIN GARSTAD
Alexander’s circuit of the Mediterranean in the Alexander Romance 129



VI ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

KRZYSZTOF NAWOTKA
History into literature in the account
of the Campaign of Gaugamela in the Alexander Romance

HARTMUT WULFRAM
Intertextuality through translation: the foundation
of Alexandria and Virgil in Julius Valerius’ Alexander Romance

ELIZABETH BAYNHAM
“Joining the gods™: Alexander at the Euphrates;
Arrian 7.27.3, Metz Epitome 101-102 and the Alexander Romance

III Related texts: the impact of the Alexander Romance
CHRISTIAN THRUE DJURSLEV
Revisiting Alexander’s gates against ‘Gog and Magog’:

observations on the testimonies before the Alexander Romance tradition

ALEKSANDRA KLECZAR
The universal rule of Alexander in Tamid 32: an overview

CORINNE JOUANNO
Alexander Romance and Byzantine world chronicles:

history cross-fertilized by fiction and the reverse

EMILY COTTRELL
Alexander at the Buyid Court

Abstracts
Contributors
Indices

Index Locorum
General Index

159

169

189

201

215

225

245

279

287

291

291
302



