
Acknowledgements 

This book originates in a doctoral thesis written jointly at the University of 
Padua and Swansea University, which I defended in Padua in March 2011, and 
which has since been majorly revised. The originally submitted thesis was a 
commentary on the first book of Xenophon’s Ephesiaca. After the Viva, I de-
cided to convert its long introduction into a monograph, in order to be able to 
shed new light on the Ephesiaca as a whole. 
 I am very grateful to Giuseppe Zanetto, who introduced me to the study of 
the ancient novel and gave me the idea of concentrating on Xenophon’s Ephe-
siaca. I am also very grateful to my two doctoral supervisors, Davide Susanetti 
and John Morgan, who both gave me extremely valuable feedback. I also would 
like to thank the five external referees and examiners of my thesis, Ceri Davies, 
Ken Dowden, Consuelo Ruiz Montero, Tim Whitmarsh, and again Giuseppe 
Zanetto: the decision to write this monograph was inspired by my lengthy dis-
cussions with them. A final special thanks goes to Stephen Trzaskoma, who 
through multiple conversations has encouraged me to continue working on the 
Ephesiaca, and to Jonas Grethlein and Lawrence Kim, who both have read chap-
ters of the book, and with their comments helped me to reach its final stage.   
 Every book has its own story, which is made up not only of ideas and drafts, 
but also of places and scholarly communities that have inspired the writing pro-
cess. I will mention them in chronological order. A first warm thanks goes to 
the Departments of Classics of the Universities of Milan and Padua, where I had 
my education in Classics and where I started to write my PhD dissertation. A 
second warm thanks goes to Swansea University and the Kyknos community, 
who had been my generous host for almost three years, and offered me a warm 
and lively environment in which I could discuss and share my ideas. I am very 
grateful to John Morgan, Ian Repath, Gillian Bazovski, Rachel Bird, Evelien 
Bracke, Nick D’Alconzo, Pamela Dennis, Elizabeth Dollins, Fritz-Gregor 
Herrmann, Mark Humphries, Beite Liang, Ida Meland, Martina Minas-Nerpel, 
Maria-Elpiniki Oikonomou, Mai Musie, Anne Pinkepank, Anton Powell, Maria 
Pretzler and Maria Loreto Nunez, together with close colleagues in Lampeter, 
especially Crystal Addey, Errietta Bissa, Mike Edwards, Kyle Erickson, Pauline 



  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS VIII 

Hanesworth, Owen Hodkinson, Marta Morcillo, Magdalena Ohrman, Mirjam 
Plantinga, James Richardson and Katharina Zinn. A third warm set of thanks 
goes to Tim Whitmarsh and to Corpus Christi College, Oxford University, 
where I was a Visiting scholar for almost a year, and to Ewen Bowie, Stephen 
Harrison and Gregory Hutchinson, who all gave me important feedback on my 
work during my stay there. Finally, my thanks goes to Heidelberg University: 
the discussion with Jonas Grethlein, Luuk Huitink, Annika Domainko and Jakob 
Lenz - my colleagues in the ERC group - has been very beneficial. Part of the 
research for this book was made possible by the European Research Council 
under the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP/2007–2013) / 
ERC Grant Agreement n. 312321 (AncNar). I also thank other Heidelberg col-
leagues in the shape of Emily Baragwanath, Markus Hafner, Nikoletta Kanavou, 
Anna Lefteratou, Svenja Nagel, Andreas Schwab and Athanassios Vergados, for 
commenting on parts of the book. Finally, I thank my students of the class ‘Dis-
covering the Ancient Novel’ held in Heidelberg in Spring 2016: the discussion 
with them was very important to test and enrich my interpretation of the Ephe-
siaca.   
Other colleagues from all over the world supported me during the writing pro-
cess. I thank: Eran Almagor, Emilio Capettini, Andrea Capra, Greta Castrucci, 
Chrysanthos Chrysanthou, Koen de Temmerman, Riemer Faber, Andrew Faulk-
ner, Greta Hawes, Luca Graverini, Claire Jackson, Daniel Jolowicz, Jason Kö-
nig, David Konstan, Stefano Martinelli, Cillian O’Hogan, Silvia Montiglio, 
Costas Panayatokis, Stelios Panayotakis, Giuseppe Pezzini, Helena Schmedt, 
Athina Siapera, Stefano Utili, the anonymous referees of Ancient Narrative, and, 
last but not least, Gareth Schmeling and Roelf Barkhuis, for their precious ad-
vice and support throughout the reviewing and editing process. 
 Jim O’Driscoll and Jonathan Griffiths proofread the manuscript and sub-
stantially improved my English. I am grateful to both of them. I also thank Hen-
rike Arnold, Felix Lange and Emmanuela Schoinoplokaki for helping me with 
the bibliography and other editorial matters.  
 Finally, I thank my family and the many friends who supported me during 
these years. 


