
Preface 

This book has had a long gestation. It originated as a doctoral dissertation under 
the guidance of Prof. Suzanne Saïd at Columbia University. Parts of that disser-
tation became articles published in journals and other collections. The present 
book is a thorough overhaul of the original dissertation, enriched (I hope) by 
years of more or less autodidactic study of ancient Greek and Roman law. In a 
sense, it attempts to bridge the fields of Greek literature, Roman imperial his-
tory, and legal history. Each has its own jargon and ongoing controversies; I 
have endeavored to make this book intelligible to an audience with diverse in-
terests. I am grateful to Gareth Schmeling and the editors of the Ancient Narra-
tive Supplementa for their support of a book that, like the heroine of Heliodorus’ 
novel, works hard to prove that hybridity is a virtue. 
 There are many to thank. In addition to Suzanne Saïd, the other members of 
the committee, William Harris, Dirk Obbink, Roger Bagnall, Alan Cameron, 
and James Rives, probably do not realize how the challenging questions they 
asked reshaped the book. A summer fellowship at the Center for Hellenic Stud-
ies supported research on imperial Greek trials that has borne fruit for many 
years. Judith Perkins, Steve Nimis, and Rhoda Feinberg provided moral support 
and encouragement along the way. I am grateful to Tom Bingham and the His-
tory department of the University of Hawai`i, for allowing me the opportunity 
to complete this book. I am grateful to Robert Littman, Daniel Harris-McCoy, 
and the anonymous reviewers of the manuscript for their engagement my man-
uscript. Finally, I was saved by a trio of copy-editors along the way: Betty Hof-
fenberg, Maureen Schwartz, and Libby Hoffenberg, grammar maven extraordi-
naire. I take full responsibility for any remaining infelicities of style or fact. 
Finally, I cannot even begin to fathom the amount of patience and support I have 
received from my family near and far. I dedicate this book to Peter, Elena, 
Libby, and Judah Hoffenberg. 


