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Editorial note 

The editors herewith present the second volume of Ancient Narrative, in 
which the articles and reviews that were pre-published in electronic version 
on the website of our journal during 2002, are collected and printed. Our 
sincere thanks go to all those who contributed to this volume: the authors, 
and the members of the advisory board whose thorough readings of and sug-
gestions on earlier versions of the papers presented here have been of invalu-
able help in shaping these final publications. 
 We also thank those readers who have e-mailed the authors with remarks 
and suggestions while the papers were on the AN website. Here we would 
like to emphasize that pre-publication on the website of Ancient Narrative 
aims at encouraging discussion with colleagues and specialists. AN should in 
this way function as a kind of continuous conference. Authors and readers 
alike may profit from the discussions, contacts, and suggestions resulting 
from the pre-publications on the website. We feel that too few of our readers 
and subscribers are as yet aware of this aspect of Ancient Narrative, and we 
encourage all to accept the invitation to e-mail the authors of website papers. 
In order to demonstrate the advantage of AN as a medium for online presen-
tation and discussion of papers before final publication, a set of papers on 
‘The Ancient Novel since Perry’ was pre-published on the website of AN in 
November-December 2002. These papers were meant to function as starting 
points for a panel discussion at the Annual Meeting of the American Philol-
ogical Association in January 2003, in New Orleans. The session was organ-
ized and presided by Gareth Schmeling. Those who attended it had had the 
opportunity to read the complete papers on the AN website, and at the panel 
session the authors only presented short summaries of their papers. This 
allowed for much more time for discussion. Two respondents, Alain Billault 
and Antonio Stramaglia, had been invited to open the discussion. Three of 
these papers (by Bowie, Harrison, and Zimmerman) are now published in the 
present volume. Given the theme of the panel discussion, it was obvious that 
all three papers were to deal predominantly with the history of scholarship 
(since Perry) on the ancient novels. It is a happy coincidence that two more 
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contributions in this volume, each in their own way, deal with the history of 
scholarship. One is by Jensson, who, besides pleading for a re-opening of the 
question of the Greek background of Petronius’ Satyrica, offers an overview 
of  the approaches to this topic by classical scholars of  the 19th and 20th  
centuries. The other one is by Nina Braginskaia; this article is about the Rus-
sian scholar Olga Freidenberg, whose impressive studies on the ancient nov-
els had hitherto sadly remained unknown to scholars in Western Europe. 
Olga Freidenberg worked in isolation, and Braginskaia’s paper is, among 
other things, a passionate plea for opening up and broadening communica-
tion between Eastern and Western European scholarship. The editors are 
convinced that a medium such as Ancient Narrative could and should be of 
great help in promoting such communication. 
 The previous remarks on the functioning of Ancient Narrative in general 
have led to the highlighting of some of the contributions to this volume. It is, 
we think, not necessary to summarize all articles further, and we refer our 
readers to the abstracts and indexes at the end of the book.  
 As has been announced on our website, we have changed our method of 
publication: Ancient Narrative no longer appears in distinct electronic issues, 
but articles which have been accepted are published on the website as soon 
as they have gone through the process of  peerreview and subsequent revi-
sion by the authors. They remain for at least two or three months on the 
website; during this period, readers are welcome to e-mail the authors for 
discussion and suggestions. Every autumn the articles which have figured on 
the AN website over the past year, appear, revised one more time by the au-
thors, in print in the annual volumes, together with the year’s book reviews 
and shorter notices. Of course, theme-oriented issues of AN will continue to 
be published on the website as separate issues of combined sets of articles; 
these are later printed in the separate series of AN Supplementa. But the op-
portunity to enter discussion as long as the papers of these theme-oriented 
issues are on the website remains the same as indicated above for the regular 
website-publications. 
 

The editors. Autumn 2003 




